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Become a Gadgeteer at library
Visit Filton Library and become a Gadgeteer with the Summer Reading 
Challenge 2022 - it’s FUN and FREE!

All children aged 4 – 11 are invited to take part! Children read books over the 
summer holiday and collect stickers (including some stinky ones!) to complete 
their special Gadgeteers poster and get a medal and certificate. 

You can join Gadgeteers, Summer Reading Challenge 2022 at a South 
Gloucestershire 
library from 
Saturday July 
9, finishing 
by Saturday 
September 10 
and pick up 
your FREE bag 
of Gadgeteer 
Goodies* 
and see the 
difference the 
Summer Reading 
Challenge makes 
to your child’s 
reading: 

Children love 
taking part and 
there are lots of 
awesome FREE 
activities: Fizz 
Pop Science 
workshops and Gadgeteer themed crafts and Lego clubs. 

Find out more at www.southglos.gov.uk/summerreadingchallenge or like us on 
Facebook www.facebook.com/sgloslibraries for the latest updates.

* Available whilst stocks last.

 

DANCE WITH A 

CALL 07889 409012 
OR VISIT FACEBOOK 
@NBICOLOURGUARD 
TO FIND OUT MORE

DIFFERENCE!
North Bristol 

Independent Colour 
Guard is recruiting now. 

 
Come along on 

Saturday mornings to 
our rehearsal venue 
at Trinity Academy,  

Romney Ave, 
Lockleaze, Bristol 

BS7 9BY from 10am 
-12pm and see what 

we do.
 

 The first session is open 
to children between the 
ages of 6 and 16 and is 

completely free!
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n ADVERTISING FEATURE
 Wardrobes, Drawers, Cupboards and Shelves

full to bursting
Hoarding & Collecting

Dealing with a relatives home
  Divorce   Bereavement  Moving House

078 2107 8526  0117 9550713   
www.fmdeclutterservices.com

Fay Gregory

fmdeclutterservices@gmx.com

Do You Need Help 
To Declutter?

I work with you at your pace with 
empathy and understanding 

Free Consultation 
For help, advice and solutions

DeClutter Services FM 

DeClutter 2020 v5.indd   1 20/01/2020   10:54

Decluttering does wonders 
for mental health
PHYSICAL environments influence emotions, cognition, and behaviors.

Cluttered environments can be uncomfortable, embarrassing, 
depressing and stressful. They can cause friction between household 
members and create feelings of not being in control.

Clutter causes negativity. If your hallway has become a dumping 
ground, every time you come into your home it will feel negative rather 
than positive. If the clutter continues into the kitchen these negative 
feelings continue, and so on and so forth.

I have been running the declutter service for over 10 years and 
thankfully have seen many positive changes in recycling. It is a great 
resource, and if an item can be recycled it is far easier to let it go. 

There is no harm in asking for help and people find that once they’ve 
tackled their clutter, they feel that a weight has been lifted, their mood 
improves and they enjoy a sense of freedom. 

Reorganising and decluttering and your home is not about making a 
‘show home’. It is about managing your belongings and making your home 
an inviting, pleasurable place to live in and somewhere to feel proud of.

Whether you have hoarding tendencies or are just fed up with general 
mess and clutter, help is at hand to get you motivated.

FM DeClutter Services provide a friendly tailor made service that works 
with you, at your pace, with empathy and understanding. 

For further information, help, advice and solutions, call 
Fay Gregory at FM DeClutter Services
Tel: 078 2107 8526 or 0117 955 0713
www.fmdeclutterservices.com

A WOMAN who survived 
domestic abuse is taking on 
the London Marathon to raise 
money and awareness of the 
charity which has supported her.

Amy Yapp is sharing her story 
to help charity Refuge – and 
to encourage other women in 
abusive relationships to seek 
help.

Amy, a former Downend 
School pupil who grew up in the 
area and now lives in Fishponds, 
found herself in a relationship 
where she was subjected to 
physical, psychological and 
emotional abuse over four years.

She was beaten, isolated from 
her family and friends and lost 
control of her finances.

Amy said: "When I look 
back, I do not recognise the 
person I had become at all. I was 
conditioned how to behave and 
even speak. Living by rules which 
I was not allowed to break.

"Compliments turned into 
insults, then eventually insults 
turned into physical abuse.

"You say 'oh, that will 
never happen to me' but after 
experiencing all that, it showed 
me how anyone can be affected."

Amy left her abuser, who has 

since been convicted of assault 
for beating her.

A friend who had been 
through a similar experience 
told her about Refuge which, 
as well as providing emergency 
accommodation for women and 
children fleeing abuse, runs local 

support groups and a 24-hour 
helpline offering advice.

While Amy never needed 
to stay in the charity's 
accommodation, its helpline 
provided invaluable support 
when she needed to talk to 
someone outside her family and 
friends.

She said: "I never realised 
when I was in that situation that 
there was so much help out there 
– during those critical moments, 
having someone to reassure you 
is so important."

A student paramedic 
studying at Gloucestershire 
University, Amy also works for 
supported living provider Aspire 
in Downend, Staple Hill and 
Fishponds.

She has run in a number of 
distance races but has never 
taken on a marathon before, and 
when she discovered that Refuge 
had places for fundraisers 
in the London Marathon it 

was a chance to both tick off 
a challenge from her 'bucket 
list' and "turn something that 
was negative into something 
positive".

Amy said: "I would like to 
repay my gratitude to Refuge 
for the much-needed help and 
support they gave me.

"And if just one woman 
recognises the warning signs 
of domestic violence and finds 
the courage to get in touch with 
Refuge, then that is potentially 
one life saved."

Amy aims to raise £2,000 for 
Refuge at the marathon, which 
takes place in October.

To support Amy's appeal 
visit www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/amyyapp98.

For more information about 
the work of Refuge visit the 
website www.refuge.org.uk.

The charity's free national 
domestic abuse 24-hour helpline 
is on 0808 2000 247.

Amy runs to help other 
domestic abuse survivors

Amy Yapp taking part in a Bristol 10k
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To begin I wish to thank all my fellow councillors and officers 
and staff for their support through this difficult period of 
the outsourcing of our pool and some of our facilities. 
It has been a challenge with some way still to go but I 
believe we are in the ascendancy. I offer my very best 

wishes and full support for the next 12 months.
Further to positive feedback from our residents there is now a 

real drive to invest in our community and to note our proud record 
of support demonstrated through activities like our proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan, the Community Garden, the Millennium 
Green, Jennings garden, local youth clubs, Filton Twinning and the 
secured funding for our awaited Multi Use Games Area.

Special thanks to our Community Garden volunteers who have 
kept the garden looking marvellous and a credit to our community 
and Filton Twinning for their efforts in holding this activity together.

As a council we are taking very seriously the issue of ‘houses in 
multi occupancy’ and are currently working with our South Glos 
Councillors and our elected MP on moving this issue forward. 

I commend you to this report and hope things start to get better 
while we all fight this Covid virus as best we can.

To the future
Fraternally yours

Darryl

Chair of Filton Town 
Council Report

Cllr Darryl Collins

It’s been an eventful year for us all, not least Filton Town Council. 
Our MUGA development has been progressing, which will help 
make sports more accessible for local people. We’ve entered 
into a partnership with Active Nation, which will allow us to 
maintain and improve the swimming and leisure facilities 

available to our residents. While ensuring the tax burden for our 
local tax payers does not continue to grow. 

This has also allowed us to make funds available that enable 
the council to increase what it can do to support the community; 
Including improvements to the local skate park, reducing litter and 
cleaning up Filton and expanding our wildflower programme. With 
the council looking to further support the community we’d love to 
hear from you if there are things you’d like the town council to look 
at to improve the area. 

Furthermore, we’ve been able to freeze council tax this year, 
meaning there is no increase in your town council precept, a 
significant improvement over recent years when we’ve needed to 
ask for additional support from our residents to maintain the local 
amenities.

Finally, we’ve been working hard to restrict the increasing 
number of HMO’s in Filton, particularly in overdeveloped areas. 
With residents and councillors highlight the issues to S.Glos, as well 
as pushing for the introduction of Article 4 to strengthen planning 
controls.

Chair of Full  Council 
Finance and General 
Purpose Report

Cllr Alex Doyle

Filton Town Council has outsourced the management of the 
Leisure Centre and all Leisure staff have transferred across 
to Active Nation who are the successful bidders following 
a competitive tender process. This leaves just five of us 
directly employed with FTC. It is all very exciting after years 

of trying to keep the aging Leisure Centre functioning, with very 
limited funds resulting in a burden on the precept.  This gives FTC 
the fantastic opportunity to work with the local community and 
make improvements and take on new projects where possible.

Filton Town Council are very close to signing the contract with 
Active Nation although this has been delayed for reasons beyond 
our control.

The Town Council Office has moved temporarily to the old 
Snooker Room but will eventually be situated in the new building. 

Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) 
It might seem as though project has been forgotten but this is 
far from the truth. We have the funding, planning permission and 
the contractors in place ready to start as soon as the timing is 
right. We would just hate to improve this area only to find that the 
construction company involved with the Leisure Centre need to 
gain access to the services underneath. Therefore, the decision has 
been made to delay starting this project until we are confident that 
the area will not need to be disturbed in any way.

Precept (Council Tax) 
This year Filton Town Council resolved to freeze the precept at 
£986,694 which per band D property equates to £6.03 Per week.  
FTC are in a much healthier financial position than in previous years 
which enabled them to make this decision.

Grants  
Filton Town Council continues to financially support:-
l Youth Provision (FACE)
l North Bristol Advice Centre
l Four Towns Transport
l Filton Twinning Association
There are also various smaller groups and local organisations who 

apply for grants – the application forms are available on our website. 
www.filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

The Community Garden and Millenium Green are great assets 
and we would like to thank the volunteer groups that work so hard 
in these areas. If you would like to be involved then please get in 
touch.

As always, I would like to thank Council, local residents and our 
team of Managers and staff at all levels for their continued support 
over the last year. 

I am looking forward to working alongside Active Nation and 
monitoring the outcomes along the way.

 

Town Clerk Report

Lesley Reuben 
CiLCA,PSLCC
Town Clerk and  Responsible 
Financial Officer
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To say the past 12 months have been challenging for the 
Grounds and Maintenance Team is a real understatement 
.With this in mind I want to take this opportunity to thank 
my two team members the professionalism they have 
shown in providing a service to the residents of Filton in 

what has been a very difficult time for us all .
Moving forward I hope the rehoming of the Grounds and 

Maintenance Team will be resolved quickly as we have many 
projects we wish to undertake during the next 12 months .We are 
working closely with the Community Garden Team and will be 
sharing many projects with them .Also we have major plans for Elm 
Park and Millennium Green such as fitting planters ,new flower beds 
,refurbishing and installing new benches ,along with our successful 
wild flower areas .

We also will be upgrading pitches and working with 
skateboarders for ideas how to improve the skatepark along 
with the outdoor gym .I also welcome any ideas from the public 
regarding how to improve the sites .Regarding Millennium we will 
be working closely with the working party there to upgrade the site 
with gates and tree planting .We are also working hard to improve 
facilities on our two allotment sites as during Covid these became 
invaluable for plot holders and there was a real demand for plots 
from the public .

In the future I would like to see more investment for the Grounds 
and Maintenance Team in terms of equipment and machinery as this 
has been long overdue. I would also like to take the opportunity to 
thank the Town Clerk and her  team for the support along with the 
Council during this difficult year. Moving forward I believe despite 
the uncertainty, we on the grounds will continue to provide value 
for money for the residents of Filton.

 

Ground and 
Maintenance Team 
Report

Neil Palmer
Grounds and  
Maintenance Manager 

 

Over the last year the Community Garden has continued 
to thrive and to be enjoyed by Filton people, local 
workers and visitors. To overcome the impacts from 
covid, isolation and ill health, we held three outdoor 
meetings up to the AGM and the gardening work was 

managed with fewer volunteers. It was decided not to hold the 
usual Annual Fete in June 2021, but instead to have ‘Tea and cake in 
the garden’ in September. This proved to be a glorious day weather-
wise and community-wise, attracting many local people, not to 
mention the amazing cakes!

Sadly we have had spates of theft and vandalism in the garden 
since last autumn. To rectify this FTC grounds staff have repaired 
damage and we are soon installing a new secure tool storage box 
(part funded by a South Glos Councillors' grant). Unfortunately 
although the perpetrators of the vandalism were known they were 
not caught red handed and CCTV footage was insufficient for the 
police to take action.  The garden committee is asking FTC and the 
police for a solution to prevent more occurrences happening this 
summer and beyond. 

At our AGM in November Dave Mikkelson resigned from Chair 
and has since moved away. This was seen as a great loss considering 
the years of work he and his wife put into the garden both in 
managing the volunteers and physical maintenance. To manage 
the garden ongoing we are holding two-weekly gardening sessions 
welcoming anyone interested to join in the hands-on work. We now 
have support from some new faces who want to help up-keep the 
garden as well as the North Bristol Swimming Club who are ‘giving 
back’ to the community for their 100th anniversary year. The FTC 
grounds staff are being very supportive with the maintenance and 
heavier jobs.  

Looking to the year ahead we have been re-structuring the 
wildflower bank, are holding a ‘fairy workshop’ for young children 
and to make the garden more inclusive, wish to install a trug 
accessible to less able gardeners. We will once more be assessed for 
the RHS It's your neighbourhood award which for the past six years 
the garden achieved the top level 'outstanding'. Our 2022 Annual 
Fete will be on 26 June and is looking to be another afternoon of 
activities and a great focus for the community to get together.

 

Filton Community 
Garden

Helen Johnson
Chair,  
Filton Community Garden

 



The Levels of Dwelling and non-dwelling burglaries remain 
low in the area compared to previous years. There had 
been some success during December when a suspect was 
arrested and charged for two burglaries in the Filton area. 

The neighbourhood policing team and Operations 
officers were involved in a series of drugs warrants during November 
and December. This resulted in a series of arrests and recovery of a 
large quantity of cannabis. 

Officer have been dealing with anti-social behaviour issues in 
variation locations. Problems do tend to disperse between locations 
and across other 
beat areas. The 
main focus for 
the beat team 
are problems 
around Elm Park, 
Millennium Green 
and Abbeywood 
Retail Park. Officers 
are continuing 
to patrol these 
areas and trying to 
locate and engage 
with individuals. 
Work is under 
way to carry out 
more specific 
targeted patrols to 
Millennium green 
and Abbeywood 
during the peak 
times. 

The Local PCSO’s 
have continued to 
deal with parking 
issues when 
reported. They are also involved in patrols during school opening 
and closing time to proactively deal with parking issues outside the 
primary schools. 

 The team have conducted several Bike marking events. This 
has allowed members of the public to attend and have their bike 
registered in a data base. This acts as possible deterrent to would be 
thieves, but also makes any stolen bikes easier to identify. 

The local PCSO’s have also carried out several visits and 
engagements with the local schools. They have attended and 
provided talks and education about safety issues and looked to 
build rapport with the children.  

This work has been carried out alongside officers attending 
several supported living accommodations. The attendance is to 
support staff and vulnerable residents at the placements. 

Filton Beat Team

PC Gareth Pretlove
Neighbourhood Constable 

 

Laura Roberts
PCSO

Mr Soandro
PCSO
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This report comes at the end of a year which has been more ‘normal’ than 
last year, but still with the over-looming Covid-19 pandemic impacting on 
our work; especially during the first half of the financial year. It aims to give 
an overview for councillors of how Filton Town Council funding has been 
and is being used, plus mention of the ‘added value’ work that FACE has 

been providing in Filton during this year. £17,500 has been funded from Filton Town 
Council for youth work in this financial year. 

This is used to run 2 weekly youth clubs for 7-9 and 9-11 year olds and contribute 
to the costs of detached and outreach youth work as applicable through the 
year. £4,493 was also funded to FACE for consultation work and creation of Filton 
Community Plan. This consisted of public residents survey, 4 community events, 
additional stakeholders meetings and survey, 4 councillors meetings; analysing 
all consultation results and drawing together ideas into a possible action plan for 
Filton Community Plan covering 2022-27. Report on FTC funding 2021-22 page 2 – 
Youth Provisions Youth Provisions During the year 96 different children and young 
people have been attending the 2 youth clubs, with weekly attendance averaging 
10 at the younger group and 15 at the older group across the year, although 
weekly attendance since Christmas 2021 has not been below 16 and numbers 
are continuing to rise again. 29 different young people have also been contacted 
though detached work in the area across 8 sessions. Weekly detached work is taking 
place over the summer months, liaising with the police to respond to any ASB 
concerns. 

Numbers attending the youth clubs have dropped since pre-Covid attendances 
(where we were regularly seeing upwards of 40 children), but at first due to Covid 
rules we could have no more than 15 people in the building. Now the restrictions 
have lifted and finer weather is returning, numbers are increasing again and 
attendance is much more manageable now and more focused activities can be 
done. The clubs have both had a few sessions where attendance was very low due 
to whole Year group or whole school closures due to Covid. On only one occasion in 
the entire year the clubs closed due to staff illnesses as we have used the wider FACE 
team to cover when the usual contracted staff could not work. Young people have 
been engaging in sports, arts/crafts, cooking, games, trips and many other social 
interactions alongside their peers and supported by staff and volunteers to meet 
their needs and increase skills, confidence and resilience. The main foci have been 
relationship building and managing feelings.

Report on FTC funding 2021-22 – Community Plan Community Plan 
consultation, June – October 2021 
An extensive consultation was undertaken via a residents survey delivered to every 
house in Filton through Filton Voice and also a Stakeholders survey which was 
posted to every retail business, community organisation and services provider in 
Filton. An afternoon was spent at Charborough Road School with 5 classes asking 
for their ideas and feedback. 2 stakeholder events and 4 community events were 
held giving residents and stakeholders the chance to come and tell us what ideas 
they had for inclusion in a new Filton Community Plan. Lots of great ideas came in, 
balanced with lots of negative feedback. August – November 2021 Public feedback 
was shared with councillors and councillor meetings took place to draw together 
priorities and feed on from constructive ideas coming in through the public survey 
and feedback sessions. November 2021 – February 2022 Analysis of results was done 
and a draft summary plan was put together and presented to FTC in February 2022, 
along with a draft Action Plan for approval or next steps to be agreed. No next steps 
were agreed. 

FACE update

Debbie Teml
Charity director 

 



Councillor Full Council 
10 meetings

Finance 
7 Meetings

Cllr Keith Briffett 10 7

Cllr Mubashar Chaudhry 6 5

Cllr Darryl Collins 10 7

Cllr Alexander Doyle 4 4

Cllr Anne Kenyon 10 7

Cllr Brian Mead 6 2

Cllr Adam Monk 5 7

Cllr Dan Boardman 9 7

Cllr Tom Mewies 8 5

Cllr Andy Robinson 9 5

Cllr Chris Wood 7 7

Cllr Alan Bird 8 7

Meeting Attendance 
Register  
April 2021-March 2022

 

How the council works at Filton
The Town Council has 13 Town Councillors elected for 
a term of four years we currently have 1 vacancy. The 
last Town Council elections were held in May 2019. The 
Councillors are split into three wards: Charborough (Three 
Councillors), Northville (Five Councillors) and Conygre 
(Five Councillors). There are also two elected Councillors 
to South Gloucestershire Council who represent Filton’s 
interests at this level.

The Civic Year runs from May to April with the election 
of the Chair/Mayor and the Deputy taking place at the 
Annual Statutory Meeting in May. These roles are filled 
by councillors who have been nominated and voted for 
by their councillor colleagues. The Town Councillors are 
unpaid, and do not receive any attendance allowance or 
payments for their duties, in which they run to undertake 
on a purely voluntary basis.

Standing orders
Standing Orders is an easy-to-understand comprehensive 
guide on the legal, financial, administrative and 
governance aspects of running a local council. This 
guidance is an essential tool for established or new 
councillors and officers involved in this tier of local 
government, for more information please see the 
following documents :

Filton Town Council structure
Full Council – The Town Council meets approximately 
11 times a year and has three main committees and ad 
hoc sub committees that meet as required (e.g Elm Park 
Working Group). These committees make decisions under 
their remitted powers or make recommendations for 
ratification by full Council. Subject matters are brought 
before Council by means of the Agenda, which is issued 
a minimum of three clear days before a meeting and is 
posted on this website.

Full Council (Finance & general purposes) (inc. 
planning) – The Full Council (Finance & General Purpose) 
meetings meet approx. 11 times a year and makes 
decisions and recommendations to Full Council on all 
financial and policy matters under the discretion of the 
Town Council. This committee also is responsible for 
Personnel matters and will be responsible for Best Value. 
Planning Applications come to this meeting at the request 
of a resident of Councillor, recommendations from these 
meetings on Filton planning applications are sent to the 
Planning Authority (South Gloucestershire Council) who 
considers all associated planning, footpath and licensing 
issues.

Meet your councillors

Filton Town Council
Annual Report
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Darryl Collins
darryl.collins@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Keith Briffett
keith.briffett@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Alex Doyle
alex.doyle@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Anne Kenyon
anne.kenyon@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Brian Mead
brian.mead@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Adam Monk
adam.monk@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Mubashar Chaudhry
mubasher.chaudhry@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Andy Robinson
andy.robinson@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Chris Wood
chris.wood@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Dan Boardman
dan.boardman@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Tom Mewies
tom.mewies@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk

Alan Bird
alan.bird@
filtontowncouncil.gov.uk
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Got a story or any other inquiry? Call Richard on 0777 555 0607 or email richard@filtonvoice.co.uk

@ Way-A-Head
Salon & Barber Shop

Our friendly team is looking 
forward to meeting YOU

SENIOR CITIZENS’ PRICES:  
MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS ONLY

702 Filton Avenue, Filton, Bristol BS34 7JX

Tel: 0117 969 2701

Selected prices

Ladies  OAP
Dry cut £12 £11
Blow dry £14 £13
Shampoo 
& set £14 £13
Put ups 
& plaits from £23

Tinting
from £25.50 £23.50

Perms
from £42.50 £40.50

Gentlemen
Dry cut  £10
Wet cut  £12
Wash, cut 
& blow dry £18
Clippers  £6+

Extras
Conditioners, mousse, 
setting lotion, gel/wax
Complimentary

● Relationship focused home care               
●   Visits a minimum of one hour
● Matched to clients in your own area     
●   Top rates of pay: £10 - £14 per hour
● A range of hours available: days/eves/wknd
● Thorough training with ongoing progression

 

A rewarding way 
to earn extra income

Interested? Call us now 
on 0117 435 0063 or visit 
www.homeinstead.co.uk/bristolnorth
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Meeting Dates 
Register  

 

June
7th    7.00pm  Full Council Finance & General Purposes 
21st     7.00pm  Planning    
28th  7.00pm   Full Council

July
5th  7.00pm Staffing    
12th   7.00pm Full Council Finance & General Purposes 
19th  7.00pm Planning Committee   
26th     7.00pm Full Council 
    
August
9th   7.00pm Full Council Finance & General Purposes 
16th  7.00pm Planning Committee   
30th    7.00pm Full Council     

September
6th  7.00pm Staffing    
13th   7.00pm Full Council Finance & General Purposes 
20th  7.00pm Planning Committee   
27th    7.00pm Full Council     

October
11th   7.00pm Full Council Finance & General Purposes 
18th  7.00pm Planning Committee   
25th    7.00pm Full Council     

November
8th   7.00pm Full Council Finance & General Purposes 
15th  7.00pm Planning Committee   
29th    7.00pm Full Council     

December    
(No Committees unless specifically called)
13th  7.00pm Full Council      
   

n MESSAGE FROM SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL

Leading the way in delivering 
new affordable housing

By Steve Reade, 
cabinet member 
for regeneration, 

environment and strategic 
infrastructure.

HOUSING is a major topic of our 
time.

Constantly-rising prices can 
make it difficult for younger peo-
ple to take their first steps onto 
the property ladder or limit their 
ability to stay in the communities 
they grow up in if they want to.

Having a safe, secure, afforda-
ble home is a fundamental need 
for everyone at every stage of 
life, which is why I am so pleased 
with our record in delivering the 
high-quality, affordable homes 
South Gloucestershire needs.

Over the past year, more than 
560 new affordable homes were 
completed, of which more than 
280 were for social rent, 56 for af-
fordable rent and 224 for shared 
ownership.

This council has a strong track 
record of affordable housing 
delivery, having seen almost 

1,200 new affordable homes built 
since 2018. 

In fact, over recent years, 
South Gloucestershire has regu-
larly delivered more than 40 per 
cent of all new affordable homes 
in the West of England region. 
It is particularly pleasing to see 
when the shock waves of the 
COVID-19 pandemic are still be-
ing felt acutely across all sectors, 
including in construction.

Although we have been mak-
ing real progress, there is always 
more to do. So, we will continue 
to work closely with housing 
associations and developers to 
make sure that we get the new 
homes we need, built so that our 
communities grow in a sustaina-
ble way. 

Glancing at new estates, it can 
sometimes appear that develop-
ers have taken a one-size-fits-all, 

cookie cutter approach.
But we know that everyone’s 

needs are different and that’s 
certainly the case with demands 
for affordable housing.

So, I am delighted that the 
homes we are seeing built locally 
are a variety of sizes and types, 
not just of build, but in terms 
of tenure. We have rent-to-buy, 
shared ownership and afforda-
ble rent, and they are aiming to 
deliver for all age groups.

We all know that the country 
needs more homes. But we also 
know that we need to be careful 
that in helping more people 
to live in our communities, we 
preserve what makes them so 
attractive in the first place.

That means a plan-led 
approach and the right kinds 
of homes in the right places, 
supported with the right infra-

structure, with homes that meet 
the needs of residents at different 
stages of life. South Gloucester-
shire is leading the way in the 
West of England region, support-
ing the housing aspirations of our 
residents, from first-time buyers 
to retirees.

Long may this continue.


